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UUCEP Service Auction Update 
 

Our Service Auction was a fun evening with the ―Six Guns and Shady Ladies‖ here to entertain us.  Thanks to 

Alex Ceely and Deb Simon for planning this event and thanks to all who donated items for auction and who 

came, bid, and bought.  We made about $2200 for UUCEP. 

A picture says a thousand words… 

 

 

 

More pictures can be seen at:  http://www.facebook.com/#!/UUCEP?ref=ts  

Thank you to everyone who helped! 

mailto:UUCEP@UUELPASO.ORG
http://www.uuelpaso.org/
http://www.facebook.com/#!/UUCEP?ref=ts
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SUNDAY SERVICES START AT 10:30 A.M. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 2
nd

: 

Animal Blessing 

Presented by CYRE 

Bring your dogs, cats, weasels, wild pigs, hippos, and rhinoceroses!  And we will 

bless them.  All animals should be on-leash or otherwise under control during the 

service, please. 

May 9
th

:  

Coming of Age Service & Celebration 

Presented by Coming of Age Class and Janet Kincaid 

Come join the ladies from the Coming of Age Class as they celebrate their 

challenges and accomplishments over the past 8 ½ months.   

 

May 16
th

: 

Practical Peace 

Presented by Sonia Galindo 

In continuing the Creating World Peace series, the idea that many people want to be 

peaceful but don’t always know how to break old habits has been suggested. This 

talk is meant to provide a simple, yet powerful means to choosing a more peaceful 

lifestyle, thereby bringing us all one step closer to world peace. 

 

May 23
rd

: 

Classic is Current 

Presented by Reverend Sandhi Scott 

Rev. Sandhi Scott will join us again to tell us how Ralph Waldo Emerson's writings 

offer refreshing clarity and wit that can renew inspiration to live authentically and to 

be in tune with nature... 

May 30
th

” 

Consciousness 

Presented by Joe Knapka 

Joe will briefly recap his talk on thinking machines, and then embark on a 

meditation about consciousness, asking: how is it that physical systems (such as 

brains) can have conscious experience? 

 

"The pessimist complains about the wind; the optimist expects 

it to change; the realist adjusts the sails."                                                                          

-William Arthur Ward  

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO GIVE & 

RECEIVE SERVICE 

 If you have concerns for yourself or for 

others or need a ride, please call 562-4001. 

Food Bank:  

Clear box with a blue lid next to the 

Sanctuary information table.  Food is 

donated to the Missouri Street Shelter. 

Chalice Lighting, Flowers & Music: For 

opportunities to help with Sunday morning 

programs, please call 562-4001. 

Recycling at the Community: 

Please look before you put garbage in a 

container at the Community. The blue 

container with the swinging lid is for 

recycling only. There have been times when 

we were unable to recycle due to garbage in 

the container.  

Address Changes: 

Anytime you move, change your phone 

number or your email address, please let 

Ginger, our office administrator, know, so 

she can update our records and the directory. 

Just send her an email: 
UUCEP@UUELPASO.ORG 

Volunteers Needed: 

We need volunteers to help with Sunday 

Services.  There is a sign-up sheet, to bring 

snacks, on the table next to the double doors 

in the sanctuary.  People are also needed for 

set-up and clean-up.  Please contact Mary 

Walsh with any questions or if training is 

needed to perform these tasks. Her phone 

number is 526-6469. 

Orders of Service and Bulletin 

Announcements need to be to Ginger no 

later then Wednesday of that week. 915-562-

4001 or uucep@uuelpaso.org 

Events taking place at UUCEP will be listed 

on the calendar when a room 

reservation (Building Usage Form 1-A) has 

been made through the office.  Forms are 

available in the hutch outside the office.  

Forms need to be submitted 30 days before 

the event. 

This congregation welcomes the 

participation of all members, friends 

and visitors without regard to race, 

class, national origin, physical or 

mental ability, sexual orientation, or 

gender identity/expression.  

 

Recycling at the Community: 

El Paso recycles not only paper, but also cardboard, junk mail, plastic containers, 

cans, and aluminum foil. We don't have a recycling pickup at the community, but 

there are members willing to take stuff home to recycle; so when we have 

community events, like the pot luck luncheons, please set aside recyclables (that 

includes the disposable foil baking pans and the plastic cookie or raw veggie trays).  

Thanks. 

Please remember to observe the 20-minute rule (No community business the first 20 

minutes after service ends). Please use this time to greet our visitors. 

 

 

mailto:UUCEP@UUELPASO.ORG
mailto:uucep@uuelpaso.org
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From The Lavender Room 

 

 

Founders of PFLAG in El Paso:  Gery and Lorain Amundson 

 

Gery and Lorain are the parents of four children, one of whom, a son, is gay.  When he came out, we 

sought out a PFLAG chapter and found we were not alone.  Eventually, we, together with a few others, 

formed a formal PFLAG chapter affiliated with PFLAG National.  Now our chapter has grown to about 25 

members.  At our meetings we usually have a program having to do with one of the major Thrusts of 

PFLAG, Support, Education, and Advocacy.  A very important part of our meetings is the support 

sessions where we can share our stories, our concerns and our joys.  We have become involved with 

several other GLBT groups such as MCC, Adelante, El Paso Sun City Pride and most recently a regional 

Gay/Straight Alliance Network.  We welcome all persons to become a part of PFLAG, Gay, Lesbian, 

Bisexual, Transgender as well as straight allies.  A major concern of PFLAG is “Safe Schools.” 

 

 

 

Denominational Affairs   Mountain Desert District (MDD) Office: 

District Executive: Rev Nancy Bowen    executive@mdduua.org 

2242 S Albion Street Denver, CO 80222                                    

(303) 756-1378/ (303) 756-1407 FAX 

 

District Conference 2010:  ―Embracing the Vision‖ will be October 8-10, 2010 at the Ogden Marriott Hotel, 247 24
th

 Street, Ogden, 

UT 84401.  Registration forms are now available.  Go to http://www.mdduua.org/news/upcoming-events.html for 

more information.  

This year’s UUA General Assembly will be June 23-27, 2010 in Minneapolis, MN.  See the website at http://www.uua.org/ 
for more information.  See Janet Kincaid if you would like to be a delegate. 

The Russell Lockwood Leadership School will be August 1-7, 2010 in Loveland, CO. 

Go to the MDD website at http://mdduua.org  for more information.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                

     CAMP 

THUNDERBIRD 

A Seasoned Sister,  

 Ronna Kelley 

 

Save the Dates! 

 

Our annual family camp will be held Thursday, July 1 – Tuesday, July 6 this year.  Save 

the dates and get your leave requests in early so that you can join us for a wonderful 

time in the cool Gila Mountains.  If you enjoyed camp last year, it will be even better 

this year.  You should have received your brochure either by mail or email.  It will also 

be available on the web page and we have copies available at UUCEP.  Financial aid 

forms are due May 15 and registrations forms are due June 1.  Both are included with 

the brochure.  The fee is only $13 per meal per person ($39 a day) or $195 for the entire 

camp (half-price for children under 12).  Can’t come for the whole time?  That’s okay.  

You can still come for part of the time at the per meal rate.  Cabins are available or you 

can bring your own gear.  Remember, the fee is the same whether you stay in a cabin or 

bring your own gear.  

Contact Pat White, Joe Knapka, or Alex Ceely for more information. 

 

 

PFLAG meets the third Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m. at 

Metropolitan Community Church, 216 S. Ochoa. 

June is Pride month! 

Be thinking of ideas for the UUCEP float! 

mailto:executive@mdduua.org
http://www.mdduua.org/news/upcoming-events.html
http://www.uua.org/
http://mdduua.org/
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UPDATES AND IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

 

                      

                                

 

 Membership Committee Chair:  Alex Ceely 

If YOU are interested in membership in this Community, please ask the greeter for a membership application. After completing the 

form, please put it in the offering basket or give it to a greeter at the end of the service. 

  The Membership Committee meets every other second Sunday, 30 minutes after the service.  All are welcome to attend.  If you need a 

new nametag, please see a greeter on Sunday morning. You do not have to be a member to wear a nametag. 

 Interested in getting to know us? 

 If you have been visiting and feel that you would like to get to know us better, please fill out one of the light green Welcome 

Guest!/Visitor Cards found in the packet that a greeter can get for you. The packets are located at the entrance to the hall on the shelves. 

Please ask for one, fill it out and place it in the offering basket or give it to one of the greeters at the end of the service. Remember that 

you do not have to be a member to wear a nametag, so if you would like one, be sure to let us know. 

 

 

Do You Want to Know What’s Going On? 

Copies of the minutes from Congregation & Board Meetings are posted 

on the door between the middle hallway & Fellowship room.    Reading 

these minutes is a good way to keep up with what is happening in our 

Community. 

 

The Program Council 

Committee Chairs meet 

the 2
nd

 Sunday of each 

month at 12 p.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall. 

These meetings are open 

to everyone wishing to be 

more active in our 

community. 

 

The Board of Trustees will 

meet in the Sanctuary the 

third Sunday of each month 

after the Service.  Regular 

meetings are open meetings 

with no set agenda.  Members 

and friends of UUCEP are 

invited to attend and present 

matters for consideration by 

the Board. 

 
 MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE!  

Our choir is always open to new members, no audition required.  Join us for rehearsal 

on Monday evenings from 6:30 until 8:00; childcare is provided. 

Vocalists and instrumentalists desiring to perform solo at Sunday services, please 

contact me for scheduling. 

Your Music Director 

Stanely Ross 

915-845-5847 or rossstudios88@live.com  

CHOIR ♫ NOTES 

 

I wish to extend a heartfelt acknowledgement and appreciation for the 

service of John Dart and Ann Singer, who have retired from singing in our choir; 

their participation and support have been paramount in the quest for making good 

music and for making choir an enjoyable experience. You will be missed!  

 

Adult-choir is now integrated with four, very special, young voices, whose 

talents are making a noticeable contribution. I wish to acknowledge Annze Hagan-

Knapka, Mariel Montero, and Felicia and Jaxson Priester; thanks and kudos for 

some great singing.  
 

“Ah, music. A magic beyond all we do here!” – J.K. Rowling 

Administration & 

Finance Updates: 

The Finance Committee 

Chair is still vacant! To 

volunteer for this 

position, please contact 

Aurolyn Luykx 

Nominating Committee 

Chair. 

On-going fundraisers:  
The Albertsons card is 

easy to use.  Just give it to 

the clerk to scan when 

you checkout.  We receive 

1% of what you spend 

each month. If you do not 

yet have a card or know 

someone who would like 

one, see Carol Irwin or 

Pat White.   

UUCEP received a 

check for $158.94 from 

the Albertson’s 

Community Partner 

program.   Thank you 

for continuing to 

support the community 

when you shop there. 

We are also selling our 

UUCEP t-shirts & 

cookbooks on Sunday.  

The t-shirts are $15 for 

adult sizes and $10 for 

children’s sizes.  We have 

1 cookbook left at $10.   

 

mailto:rossstudios88@live.com
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"Cautious, careful people, always 

casting about to preserve their 

reputation and social standing, never 

can bring about a reform. Those who 

are really in earnest must be willing to 

be anything or nothing in the world's 

estimation, and publicly and privately, 

in season and out, avow their 

sympathy with despised and 

persecuted ideas and their advocates, 

and bear the consequences." - Susan 

B. Anthony (1820-1906) 

UU Social Justice: 

  

Update on Shawn Rhoden's electrical problem: 

 

The Social Justice Committee has been talking with an Engineer from El 

Paso Electric on what it would take to get new electric lines not only at 

Shawn's home, but also his neighbors’, since the lines are degraded.  Two 

quotes are expected, and the focus is, for now, on finding out which 

neighbors might be having similar electrical problems and to let them 

know what the status of the old lines is.  Sharon and Vanessa, with the input 

of others at UU, have designed a survey to this effect, and will be going 

door to door in Shawn's neighborhood.  The data collected is hoped to serve 

the community by providing information that may help the city/state find 

funding that will help bring updated electric lines to the homes of this 

community in northeast El Paso.  City representatives have already been 

contacted, although no funding is known of yet - still in the beginning 

searching stages.  The hope is that the cost will be able to be split between 

residents by taking care of it at once, rather than costing so much to do it 

individually at different times.   

  

Other news:  
Sharon Cornet, as UUCEP's Social Justice Committee Chair, is both sad 

and excited to be leaving for the Seattle, WA area to live and find work 

now that she has graduated with her BA in Social Science/Anthropology.  

She is sad because she will miss everyone at UUCEP and in El Paso, but is 

happy because a new life and career are awaiting her in the Seattle area.  

She is moving in June, and expects to be back occasionally to visit in the 

future since her family live here in El Paso.  Anyone wanting to contact 

Sharon can do so by emailing her at sunstarangel@msn.com or calling her 

cell at 915-494-4628. 

  

Border Interfaith Volunteers Needed! 

If anyone would like to get more involved 

with the Border Interfaith project please 

contact Sharon Cornet; she can put you in 

contact with the right people. 

Annunciation House 

If you would like to volunteer to help prepare 

a meal or donate items, please contact Ann 

Singer or Janet Kincaid for more info. 

Casa Vidas 

Planting day has arrived! Join us May 1
st
 at 

10 a.m. for a fun filled morning of 

gardening. If you are able to bring assorted 

veggies (no pumpkins or melons) please 

bring them with you to plant.  If you would 

like more information, please contact: Ann 

Singer, 755-6818 or Janet Kincaid, 539-

8851.  

 

 

Social Justice Chair:    Sharon Cornet 

Sunstarangel@msn.com  

                                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

NEED A HAND? 
 

The Caring Committee at UUCEP is alive & 

well.  If you are ill or need help of any kind 

or you know someone who is or does, please 

call Ann Singer at 915-755-6818.  We will 

do our best to see that you are taken care of.   

 

It is with a heavy heart that will be bidding farewell to 

Sharon and her family.  Sharon has done a tremendous job 

as the Chair of Social Justice. 

So with this in mind, do you have a knack for social justice 

issues?  Do you want to be more involved within the greater 

El Paso community? 

Then Social Justice wants YOU…to be the new Chair!  For 

more information on this position, please contact Sharon or 

Aurolyn Luykx (Nominating Committee Chair) and let’s 

continue the good work! 

mailto:sunstarangel@msn.com
mailto:Sunstarangel@msn.com
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SPECIAL EVENTS, CELEBRATIONS AND EDITORIALS 

PAGAN SPIRITUALITY GROUP 

MAY EVENTS: 

1st Beltaine- Kelly Higgins 
13th TAROT 
25th DRUMMING CIRCLE/ESBAT -
Mary Rodriguez 
 
June 
10th TAROT 
19th LITHA/MIDSUMMER - Tina 
Priester 
29th DRUMMING CIRCLE- Lisa 
McAfee with help from daughter Zoe 

The Tarot study group will be meeting on 

Thursday, MAY 13, 2010, 7pm at the 

Unitarian Universalist Crane House on the 

corner of Byron and Tyler. The group is 

free and open to everyone - No experience 

required. Study is based on Rider Waite; 

however, you can use any deck you like. 

Queens & Kings are next-and of course, 

we will continue reading-practice. 

All events begin at 7pm and childcare is 

available except for drumming 

circles/Esbats.  

 

 

 

  4th  Joanne Cook 

 5th  Stephen Mills 

 6th  Malcolm Mitchell 

 Lucius Padalino 

 Ann Singer 

 9th  Ken Muncy 

10th  Rebekah Alcala 

 Stanley Ross 

13th  Robin Witzky 

16th  Tina Priester 

22nd  Ellie Witzky 

30th  Bill Day 
 

 

MAY 

BIRTHDAYS 

The Wisdom of Sages 

from Trancing the Witch’s Wheel by Yasmine Galenorn 

Beltane 

The Fifth Sabbat of the Wheel is Beltane, celebrated on May 1
st
.  Beltane is a 

festival of sexuality and fertility.  The Maypole, central to most Beltane rites, 

signifies the phallus of the God while the wreath atop the pole signifies the 

vagina of the Goddess.  The Maypole is traditionally cut by the men, and the 

men dig the hole in which it is placed.  The women fill the hole with dirt and 

construct the wreaths for the Maypole and for their own heads.  As the ribbons 

are woven during the dance, the wreath slowly lowers and so the Divine 

Marriage is symbolically consummated. 

The God is now the Young Phallic Lord.  He has become the rutting consort of 

the Goddess and, on Beltane, they mate for the first union of the year.  It is at 

this time that the Goddess becomes pregnant with the new Sun King to whom 

She will give birth on the Winter Solstice. 

Beltane signifies a time of burgeoning growth, passion, and strength for us.  It is 

a time to explore our own sexuality (whatever the focus we may have—

heterosexual, homosexual, bisexual, or autosexual) and it is a time to play and 

revel in the magick as spring turns into summer. 

Other traditional activities on Beltane include jumping the Bale fire, drinking 

May wine punch made with sweet woodruff and strawberries, dancing, games, 

making flower wreaths, and face painting. 

Associations: 

 Flowers:   daisies, roses, lilacs, fern, violets 

 Incense:    rose, lilac, vanilla, honeysuckle 

 Oils:     rose, lilac, violet, new mown hay, thyme 

 Crystals:  peridot, citrine, amethyst, rose quartz 

 Candles:  purple, green, gold 

From Wikipedia: 

Beltane or Beltaine (pronounced /bɛltən/, origin Old Irish) is the anglicized 

spelling of Bealtaine (Irish pronunciation: [bʲalˠtˠənʲə]) or Bealltainn 

([bʲalˠtˠənʲ]), the Gaelic names for either the month of May or the festival that 

takes place on the first day of May.  In Irish Gaelic, the month of May is known 

as Mí Bhealtaine or Bealtaine, and the festival as Lá Bealtaine ('day of 

Bealtaine' or, 'May Day'). In Scottish Gaelic, the month is known as either (An) 

Cèitean or a' Mhàigh, and the festival is known as Latha Bealltainn or simply 

Bealltainn. The feast was also known as Céad Shamhain or Cétshamhainin from 

which the word Céitean derives.  As an ancient Gaelic festival, Bealtaine was 

celebrated in Ireland, Scotland and the Isle of Man, though there were similar 

festivals held at the same time in the other Celtic countries of Wales, Brittany 

and Cornwall. Bealtaine and Samhain were the leading terminal dates of the 

civil year in Ireland though the latter festival was the more important. The 

festival survives in folkloric practices in the Celtic Nations and the Irish 

diaspora, and has experienced a degree of revival in recent decades. 

For the entire article, please see http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beltane#Overview 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:IPA_for_English
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Irish
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:IPA_for_Irish
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:IPA_for_Irish
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goidelic_languages
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irish_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/May_Day
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scottish_Gaelic
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gaels
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ireland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scotland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isle_of_Man
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Celt
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wales
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brittany
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cornwall
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samhain
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Celtic_Nations
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irish_diaspora
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irish_diaspora
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CHILD YOUTH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

CYRE May Events 

 

 

All classes will be finishing with their lessons for the “school” year in the last couple weeks of May. 

 

Special message from Janet Kincaid: 

Dear Parents, Coming of Age Students and Mentors, 

  

As we near the end of the year, our service and concluding activities are rapidly approaching.  With that in mind, please take note of the 

following events:  
  

May 1st:  CASA VIDES Garden planting 10am followed by a COA picnic hosted by Anna Mattersdorff & Kira Eby around 12:30pm 

at Madeline Park (parents, mentors and COA students welcome). 

  

May 8th: Lock-In at the Crane House 

3:30 pm check-in and settle in 

4:00pm leave for bowling at Bowlero Lanes 

5:30pm dinner at Ardovino's on Cincinnati 

7:00pm practice statements of faith/readings for service  

8:30pm COA movie or board games (relax time) 

11:00 lights out  

 May 9th: Breakfast for mentors/parents 

8:00-9:30 pm: ENJOY! 

10:30am Service 
  

The COA students may want to look back on the year at the social justice activities they participated in, talks with mentors, and lessons we 

studied about our faith. Here are a few things to ponder and think about how some of these events impacted their lives at this point: 

 work w/ mentor 

 International day of the woman 

 attending plays where our teens were participating 

 Horizon Health Care (Bunny bingo) 

 ARL 

 Islamic Center 

 Choir participation 

 Mini Lock-ins 

 Intergenerational Stories 

 Investigating a famous UU/Questions about our faith  

 Helping at Casa Vides or Annunciation House 

 Camp Thunderbird 

  

Girls should have statements ready on Sat. May 8th. Parents and mentors we would also like you to please prepare a short (5min) 

statement to be read after your child speaks, nothing fancy, just from the heart will do. 
  

Thank you all for a wonderful year! 

Janet Kincaid 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“A COURSE IN MIRACLES” STUDY GROUP 

A new group has started at UUCEP! Our purpose is to learn a more peaceful, compassionate and meaningful way of living 

our lives. Our guide is A Course In Miracles. Our hope is that we can support and facilitate each other’s growth. We are 

open to anyone who wants to attend. The study group meets the second and fourth Tuesday of each month and 

will meet at 7 p.m., May 11 and 25 at the Crane House. For those of you not familiar with ACIM, feel free to 

contact Sonia Galindo selindo@gmail.com , or visit www.acim.org to find out more. Please check the order of service for 

dates or contact Sonia. 

 

mailto:selindo@gmail.com
http://www.acim.org/
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We have been looking at some important aspects of the UU Spirit as set down in the Covenant we have adopted and pledged to abide 

by, both in our Congregational life and in our responsibilities to the wider community. 

 

The elements of this Covenant are given in the Chalice Lighting, the Affirmation, and the Chalice Extinguishing. 

 

Our Chalice Lighting ends: 

 

"to serve you, Spirit of Freedom" 

 

Many other UU Congregations use these words from the Passover Haggadah as their Chalice Lighting, with various verbs in this last 

line: to protect, to preserve, to nourish, to honor, and to respect the Spirit of Freedom. 

 

The Living Tradition we share draws from many sources; number four refers to Jewish and Christian teachings. 

 

The Passover Haggadah, an "instructional manual" of the Passover Seder (Seder meaning order), is a "narration, telling or recital" of 

events and rituals to be followed, or how to conduct the Passover Seder.  The words we use are spoken at the lighting of ceremonial 

candles.  (Google Passover Haggadah for more information) 

 

To review the precepts: the key to Healing yourself and others is Kindness; the key to Helping yourself and others is Compassion; the 

key to Blessing yourself and others is Gratitude for the blessings bestowed upon you and for those blessings brought into your life by 

others. 

 

These are profound and potentially life-changing.  They deserve some real thought. 

 

If you are trying to incorporate Kindness, Compassion and Gratitude into your personal and Congregational life, you are developing the 

UU Spirit.  When a critical mass is reached, of those individuals with the UU Spirit, then you are on the way to forming a UU 

Congregation. 

 

The children get this in much simpler terms: Bring your best self along with you on Sunday morning, and you will be amazed at what 

happens!  It's better and funner for you, for your CYRE class, and for working together at community projects.  Also, SURPRISE! that 

best self will follow you around more and more during the week! 

 

This is what is meant by the UU SPIRIT. 

THE UU SPIRIT 

Anna R. Mattersdorff 

THE OASIS WELLOF WISDOM 

A gathering place to explore classic and current philosophies for affirmative living  

Sandhi Scott~ Director 

           Bonnie Zeiler~ Administrator 

Schedule For: Seminars, Classes, Workshops  

 

Saturdays: 10:30am: OASIS SEMINAR AND DISCUSSION CIRCLE     

                                                                                             Open to Everyone, Every Saturday 

Tuesdays 6:30-8:30pm:   CERTIFIED CLASSES from United Centers for Spiritual Living, [Formerly United Church of Religious Science].  

OASIS is also a covenanted Teaching Chapter of UCSL, and offers classes that can lead to the professions of Practitioner and Minister.   

The certified classes are based on Ernest Holmes’ Text Book, The Science of Mind.        (Registration Required) 

 

 

"I call that church free which enters into the covenant with the ultimate source of existence. It binds together families 

and generations, protecting against the idolatry of any human claim to absolute truth or authority." 

                                                                                                              - James Luther Adams 
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Palabras del presidente… 

 

 Every year the Annunciation House holds its annual Voice of the Voiceless Dinner, and this year was no 

exception. We began with a traditional, yet simple meal of beans & rice, which was one way of being in 

solidarity with the poor.  The presence of the women’s cooperative from Juarez (Las mujeres de esperanza y 

fe), who sold their hand-made crafts, was one of the highlights of the evening for me.  It was obvious these 

ladies had found hope in situations of despair.  And, of course, the prayers and pageantry all set the tone for a 

blessed yet solemn evening.  One topic that received enthusiastic applause from the audience was the 

mobilization of immigration-rights groups all across the nation (including El Paso) to get Congress to address 

the urgency of a complete immigration reform.  Yet even this national news headliner was overshadowed by the 

violencia en Mexico, especially our sister city, Juarez. 

According to statistics, since the outbreak of drug-related violence in 2006, close to 23,000 Mexicans have 

been killed.  Juarez alone has suffered more than 5,000 of which close to 200 were children under the age of eighteen.  

According to Greg Allen, (El Paso chief of police) during the past two years, an estimated 30,000 Mexican nationals 

fleeing the violence in Juarez have settled into El Paso alone.  The Executive Office for Immigration Review reports 

that it has received 12,110 applications from Mexican nationals seeking political asylum in the United States yet has 

granted asylum to only 232 individuals-less than 2% of all Mexican applicants. By comparison, the U.S. received 

5,879 asylum claims from Colombian nationals during the same time period and granted asylum to 2,351 individuals 

– nearly 40% of all Colombian applicants.  The disparity of these figures raises grave concerns that the asylum 

process is once again being politicized so as to deny credible asylum consideration to Mexican nationals fleeing the 

violence in Mexico.  Given the above figures, the vast majority of Mexican refugees are electing to forego the asylum 

process for fear of being detained, denied, and sent back to Mexico.  Without any other means of legal relief presently 

being utilized to protect those fleeing Mexico, these refugees are instead forced to live in hiding and continued fear.  

Without employment authorization, contemporary Mexican refugees possess little to no financial resources and take 

the risk of being discovered and deported back into the very nightmare they originally fled.   

In light of this reality, the Petition for Protection is being issued and demands made that the Obama 

Administration, Department of Homeland Security and the Department of Justice restore integrity and 

credibility to the political asylum application process to ensure that applicants fleeing the violence in Mexico 

receive an unbiased and credible review of their claims.   

 If you wish to be a voice for the voiceless, send your Petition for Protection to President Barack Obama, 

Secretary Janet Napolitano DHS, or Attorney General Erick Holder USDOJ.  As Ruben Garcia concluded, 

“Hopefully the actions and steps, be they great or small, of many people together, will be heard in ways that 

can be stronger than the violence.” 

 

In Faith, 

Janet Kincaid 

 

 

 
Work Party Date Set! 

Mark your calendars for May 22
nd

! 

Time to get UUCEP ready for the hot summer months.  This will include the Lovett & Crane 

Houses and the grounds.  Volunteers are needed on this date as well as anyone with A/C 

start-up experience prior to this date.   

Please contact David Wyatt to volunteer help to get our buildings cooler sooner. 




